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ADDRESSf 


OF    THE 


AMERICAN  CONVENTION 

FOR    PROMOTING    THE 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  'd'c. 

TO    THE 

PEOPLE 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FELLOW    CITIZENS, 

THE  American  Convention  for  promoting 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  Con- 
dition of  the  African  race,  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deliberation  upon  such  matters  as  relate  to 
the  design  of  their  institution,  believe  it  their  duty 
to  address  you  at  this  time  :  not  Vv  ith  a  view  to 
descant  upon  the  horrors  of  slavery,  or  its  incom- 
patibility with  sound  policy,  with  justice,  with  mo- 
rality, and  with  the  spirit  and  doctrines  of  Christi- 
anity :  for  besides  that  the  circumscribed  nature 
of  such  an  address  necessarily  precludes  lengthy 
animadversion,  these  are  topics,  v.hich  have  been 
so  repeatedly  and  ably  discussed,  as  to  leave  little 
room  for  additional  argument  or  new  illustration. — 
The  feelings  and  the  judgment  have  been  often  ad- 
dressed with  all  the  strength  of  reason  and  the  pow- 


Ivas  it  necessary  to  add  this  one  step,  to  Complete 
the  chmax  of  folly,  cruelty,  and  desperation  ?  Oh 
legislators  !  we  beseech  you  to  reflect,  before  you 
increase  the  evils  which  already  surround  you  in 
gloomy  and  frightful  perspective  ! 

Beholding  with  anxiety  the  increase  rather  than 
diminution  of  slavery  and  its  dreadful  concomitants, 
we  earnestly  request  the  zealous  co-operation  of 
every  friend  to  justice  and  every  lover  of  his  coun- 
try. It  is  an  honourable,  a  virtuous,  and  a  humane 
cause  in  which  we  have  embarked.  Much  good 
has  already  been  effected,  but  much  remains  to  be 
done  ;  and,  under  the  divine  blessing,  may  we  not 
confidently  hope,  that  in  proportion  to  the  sincer- 
ity of  our  motives,  and  the  temperate,  firm,  and 
persevering  constancy  of  our  exertions,  will  be  our 
success,  and  peaceful  reward.  Those  who  live 
contiguous  to  the  sea-ports,  in  particular,  we  wish 
may  be  stimulated  to  vigilance,  that  none  of  those 
shameful  acts  of  atrocity  adverted  to,  may  elude 
deserved  punishment ;  and  our  fellow  citizens  of 
the  eastern  states  are  respectfully  invited  to  pay  at- 
tention to  the  clandestine  traflac  in  slaves,  carried  on 
from  some  of  their  ports.  Such  daring  infractions 
of  the  laws  of  our  country  require  prompt  and  de-. 
tisive  measures. 

Many  aspersions  have  been  cast  upon  the  advo- 
cates of  the  freedom  of  the  Blacks,  by  malicious  or 
interested  men  ;  but,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of 
our  intentions,  and  the  disinterestedness  of  our  en- 
deavours, we  hope  not  to'  be  intimidated  by  censure 
from  performing  the  part  assigned  us.  We  frankly 
own,  that  it  is  our  wish  to  promote  a  general 
emancipation  ;  and,  in  doing  this,  it  is  our  belief" 


wc  essentially  promote  the  true  interests  of  the 
state  :  Although  many  inconveniencies  may  result 
from  a  general  liberation  of  the  People  of  Colour  ; 
yet  those  which  flow  from  their  continuance  in  sla- 
very, must  be  infinitely  greater,  and  are  every  day 
increasing.  It  is,  therefore,  in  our  estimation, 
desirable  that  this  object  should  be  brought  about 
with  as  much  speed  as  a  prudent  regard  to  existing 
circumstances,  and  the  safety  of  the  country,  will 
admit :  But  in  all  our  endeavours  for  its  accom- 
plishment, we  hope  to  move  w  ith  care  and  circum- 
spection. We  pointedly  disavow  the  most  distant 
intention  to  contravene  any  existing  law  of  the 
states  collectively  or  separately- --We  will  not  know- 
ingly infi-inge  upon  the  nominal  rights  of  property, 
although  those  rights  may  only  be  traced  to  our 
statute-books  ;  and  while  we  desire  to  be  supported 
in  our  endeavours  to  defend  the  cause  of  the  op- 
pressed, we  hope  that  discretion  and  moderation 
will  characterize  all  our  proceedings.  We  feel  with 
others  the  common  frailties  of  humanity,  and,  there- 
fore cannot  expect  an  exemption  from  error.  The 
best  intentions  are  sometimes  inadvertently  led  a- 
stray  ;  a  lively  zeal  in  a  good  cause  may  occasional- 
ly overleap  the  bounds  of  discretion  :  although 
therefore  individuals  may,  in  some  instances,  have 
suffered  their  zeal  to  exceed  knowledge,  yet  we  re- 
peat, that  the  line  of  conduct  which  we  approve,  and 
which  is  consonant  with  the  spirit  and  design  of 
our  institutions,  is  in  strict  conformity  with  a  due 
submission  to  existing  laws,  and  to  the  legal  claims 
of  our  fellow  citizens.  On  this  ground  we  think 
we  have  a  juft  claim  to  the  countenance  and  support 
of  all  liberal  minds- --of  all  who  delight  in  the  real 
prosperity  of  their  country,  and  \n  Uie  juultipUca- 
tion  of  human  happiness. 


v\ 


We  conclude  in  the  expression  of  a  hope,  that 
the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  will  prosper  our 
labours  in  this  work  of  justice,  and  hasten  the  day^ 
when  liberty  shall  be  proclaimed  to  the  captive,  and 
this  land  of  boasted  freedom  and  independence,  be 
relieved  from  the  opprobrium  which  the  sufferings 
pf  the  oppressed  African  now  cast  upon  it. 

By  order  of  the  Convention, 

MATTHEW  FRANKLIN,  President, 

ATTEST, 

OTHNIEL  ALSOP,  Sec'nj. 
Philadelphia,  1ft  month,  (January)  13th,  1804. 


THE  END. 
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